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which lie beneath the younger rocks. The one great exception
is, of course, petroleum, found on the flanks of the mountains
in Mesozoic and Tertiary deposits. The lack of minerals is,
however, compensated to some extent by the great resources
of hydro-electric power available in a region where the
mountains are high, the river system young, and the valley
gradients steep, while the Caucasus also contains valuable
forests and Alpine pastures.

The mountains of the older systems, in contrast, usually
have rather low elevations, with softer contours, rounded
heights, smooth slopes, the mountain tops considerably
flattened by denudation. Valleys are broad and wide, typical
of a mature river system. Hence, the older mountains do not
usually present such a great obstacle to communications as
those of the Alpine period. They are also rich in mineral
wealth. Owing to long periods of denudation, large deposits
of valuable minerals, particularly coal and iron, are exposed
near the surface.

THE RIVERS OF THE U.S.S.R.
A country possessing a vast land-territory is indeed fortunate
if, within that territory, there is a good system of navigable
waterways. The Soviet Union possesses more than 180,000
miles of navigable rivers, From the earliest times these water-
ways were used for transport and communication, and to-day
they are linked by a system of canals along which large ships
can .pass to and from each of the five seas of European
Russia. These rivers also provide a most important source of
electrical power. The Volga alone gives about one and a half
million kilowatts each year.
Although the construction of canals and dams has done
much to increase the value of the rivers for navigation,
climatic factors still exert a great influence upon the degree
of utility of any particular river. The rivers of European
Russia and Siberia remain frozen during the winter. The
maximum flow of water occurs during and after the floods
which commence with the thawing of the ice in the spring.